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WE REMEMBER JIM FIENE
No tribute to Jim can ignore the fact that he and
Roberta worked in tandem as they advocated and
supported the work of Preservation Racine and several
other like organizations. They always lived in the
Southside Historic District, first on Wisconsin Avenue
and then in the 1881 Lee House on South Main Street.
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Historic preservationist and gentleman Jim Fiene
passed away on June 19, 2020. He grew up in Green
Bay, and he and Roberta began their life together when
they met as sophomores at West High School. He
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, married and
moved to Norfolk, Virginia and served aboard the
U.S.S. Holder for four years.
The Fienes moved to Racine in 1963 when Jim left the
Navy. His entire career was spent at S.C. Johnson &
Son. One of the highlights of his work there was
accompanying the Johnson family on their 1998
re-created flight to Fortaleza, Brazil commemorating
H. F. Johnson, Jr.’s journey there to study the Carnauba
palm in 1935.

Jim Fiene on his high-wheel cycle in a Racine Christmas Parade.
Photo by the Journal Times, saved by Gerald Karwowski.

They treasured the big yellow Queen Anne style house
and filled it with their collection of Victorian furniture
and Racine ephemera. And their daughters Pauline and
Elizabeth grew up there.
As the nation celebrated its bicentennial in 1976 and
the historic preservation movement in Racine gained
momentum, Jim and Roberta were drawn into Preservation Racine’s first project, the Blake House at 936
South Main Street. The house remained important to
them, and they both served on its management board
over the years. Jim quickly became the guy to call
when a pipe broke or the furnace quit in the middle of a
cold Wisconsin winter. We owe him a debt of gratitude
as we enjoy the fine condition of our 152-year old
landmark.
Active in the Racine County Historical Society in the
1970s, the Fienes were instrumental in the melding of
that early organization with the Racine County
Historical Museum. From 1981 to 1987, Jim served on
its board and he served as chair in 1983-1984. In the
early 1980s, he also served on the Racine Urban
Aesthetics Association, and, when the city asked Jim to
serve on the Racine Landmarks Preservation
Commission in 1982, he accepted that invitation and
remained a member until 2000. Jim also served a threeyear term on the Racine Cemetery Commission.
Jim and Roberta guided Preservation Racine as copresidents through the years 1992-1994, and they
opened their home for the 1992 Tour of Historic
Places.
When we remember Jim, the picture in our mind’s eye
is a lanky, sandy-haired fellow with a handle bar
mustache perched on a high wheel bicycle pedaling in
Racine’s Independence Day parades. He was also a
father and grandfather who wrote poems to celebrate
his children’s and grandchildren’s birthdays. And he
embroidered a mean Christmas stocking! Curious and
creative, with a keen mind and an appetite for life’s
challenges, Jim will be missed. We are fortunate that
he was our fellow historic preservationist and friend.
Mary Whitman
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Newly Elected
Nominating Committee chair Vic Schubert has
confirmed that the ballot as presented was overwhelmingly approved by our membership as of
August 1. The following have been elected for a twoyear term:
President – Pippin Michelli
Vice-president – Mark Sommer
Historian – Sharon Baldukas
Director-at-large – Teri Lillich
Members of Preservation Racine thank the newly
elected for agreeing to serve and wish them great
success. We can help them achieve their goals by
actively supporting and becoming involved in our
organization.
Barbara Walter

With Appreciation …
As the Board of Preservation Racine changes, we are
grateful for Steven Rogstad who served as an
outstanding President twice, offering great leadership
and direction and for Heather Egan, our outgoing
Program Chairman, for all of her efforts to bring us
fascinating and informative programs.

project helps the organization bring in additional
income while providing owners public acknowledgement of their well-preserved building with an ornament
of lasting beauty.
If you missed ordering a plaque or lost your order
form, call or email me and I’ll take your order.
Debbie Yale
262-498-8753 or deb.yale5@gmail.com
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November 2019 Paul Zens, our Blake House chairman,
lost his beloved wife, Mary. She served as Preservation
Racine’s hospitality chairman in the past with warmth
and cordiality. Our friend, Jerry Karwowski, who is a
treasured friend to Preservation Racine, lost his wife,
Marie, in January 2020. Our sincere condolences to
both families.
As with so many organizations on a local, state or
national level everything has changed since COVID 19
has come into our lives. Preservation Racine had
announced the nominees for April’s elections at our
March membership meeting, but that meeting was
canceled along with the membership meetings planned
for the rest of 2020. The Century Building celebration
planned for May in honor of National Preservation
Month has been moved to May of 2021. Our tour of
Historic Places has been postponed until the last
Sunday in September 2021. We missed the publication
of the spring Preservation Racine Newsletter. In spite
of these road blocks, many of you have continued your

Post card published by the Racine Zoological Society. From the back: Polar Bear exhibit at the Racine Zoological
Park, Racine, Wis. This trio of polar bears arrived in 1949 from Copenhagen, Denmark at the age of nine months.
(Kodachrome by Lou and Betty Rasmussen, Kenosha; post card by the L L Cook Co, Milwaukee, Wis.)
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we have had few ways to generate income this year, it
is important to replenish the funds as soon as possible.
It does seem that we will not have program meetings
for the foreseeable future but we anticipate bringing out
this Newsletter as usual. Board meetings are being
moved to “Zoom” so that we can start progressing
matters again, and we have plenty to discuss as a board.
Until those meetings are in place, I cannot itemize
possible activities or projects to compensate for the lost
membership program meetings, but I will say that my
personal hope is to expand what we can do online by
creating and subscribing to resources and even,
perhaps, introducing some virtual education. Without a
Landmarks Commission, we need watch-dog news
which can be kept up to date online and in this
Newsletter. And if we cannot have real events, we
might perhaps think about preparing some extra
publications, either printed or digital. I would love to
know people’s ideas of any kind, and to find out how
we can all support each other to make them happen.
We all do need to volunteer for things, but so much can
now be done without even leaving our homes that
perhaps more of us could be involved productively?
Wouldn’t it build our community to create
collaborative projects of one kind or another? Yet,
none of this is set in stone – it is just my musings! The
most important thing is for us all to be glad and proud
to be members of Preservation Racine, and to do – or
not do – whatever makes us comfortable. Let’s have
fun while preserving Racine County!

teach the students to research using unpublished
sources, to compile, sort and track information, and
help to pioneer new fields. In the process they would
be helping us to research Racine County’s buildings.
Here’s the idea: we – that is we the membership –
buddy up with one student each and make a team to
research a building and its stories as we do for Century
Buildings and for the Tour. The students take on a
leadership role in the community by attending the City
Council meetings, learning how they work, and
preparing a three-minute elevator speech to give in the
public speaking time. As members, we would talk to
the students about the things we find important, or
difficult, or lovely, and as the students learn, so do we.
Perhaps they may give short presentations for the
program at some stage, or perhaps write to the press in
support of preservation efforts.
So have a think. Might you be willing to buddy up with
a student for one semester? Mostly it would be by
email, but if physical classes are happening again, you
might want to come along to a couple. And if so, which
building(s) might you want to see researched?
I’m so excited that Parkside was receptive to this idea!
It is not by any means a done deal, but it is going down
well that we would be such a good community network
for the course. That is rare!
Let us know your thoughts.
Pippin Michelli

Warmest regards,
Pippin Michelli, michelli@plinia.net
President

Century Building Plaques

Members may not know that I am a university
professor, and my field is art and architectural history
from the caves to yesterday. And I am looking at
Racine’s lovely, and fragile, buildings and seeking for
ways to buy them just a bit more time.

Although Preservation Racine was forced to cancel our
Century Buildings Award celebration this spring, the
many years of the well-maintained and rejuvenated
structures are still on my mind. That is due to the
Century Building Plaque project, which provides an
opportunity for owners to purchase a permanent
commemoration and public acknowledgment of the
honor. Mailings have been sent to current owners of the
honored buildings from 1996 through 2019. Now that
our supplier is once again manufacturing plaques, after
being shuttered by the COVID-19 pandemic, I am
ready to contact the 1988 through 1995 owners.

So, I approached UW-Parkside to propose a
community-based-learning course, in which we could

The plaque sales project is a fundraiser for Preservation
Racine. We have sold over thirty plaques for $200. The

An Exciting Possibility
Spoiler alert – this has not yet come to fruition but it
has got into the proposal stage and is looking very
hopeful!
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financial support by renewing your membership. As
with many non-profit organizations, our expenses are
ongoing. Thank you for your continued support, we
need you. If you have not renewed your membership
this year, money sent now would renew your
membership to Preservation Racine through the
balance of this year and all of 2021.
Vivian Merlo

Blake House Update
The Blake House at 936 Main Street in Racine is an
Italianate Villa style house which was built in 1868 for
George and Roxilana Bull, owners of a downtown dry
goods store. A few years later an important local industrialist and politician, Lucius Blake, purchased the
house, which remained in his family until the 1920s,
when it became first a boarding house and then five
apartments. In the mid-1970s, Preservation Racine and
several other nonprofit organizations collaborated with
financial support and “elbow grease” to save the house
from demolition. Many hours of volunteer and
professional work have been necessary over the years to
restore and maintain this historic building which now
belongs to Preservation Racine.
The back porch had already been replaced in the late
1970s, and a nonoriginal front porch was also removed
but not replaced until 2016, using an old photo and
professional guidance to try to replicate its original
features. As described in the previous issue of this
newsletter along with a more extensive history of the
Blake House, the aging 1970s back porch had recently
needed extensive repairs, which Vortex Construction
began last fall and completed this spring.
(Correction: The last newsletter erroneously stated that
Vortex Construction had also replaced the front porch;
actually, Distinctive Woodwork had done that major
project, restoring and completing the impressive public
face of our building. We apologize for the reporting
error.)
With the exterior once again in good condition, the need
arose for some interior repairs. As a result of many
years of wear by hands and feet, parts of the staircase
had become unstable, including some stair treads as
well as its railing and balusters (“spindles”), especially
the second-floor balustrade, so carpentry repairs were
made to ensure structural integrity and personal safety.
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a necessary investment to maintain the building’s
infrastructure and avert more serious problems.
Preservation Racine uses one side of the Blake House’s
first floor for our office and archives, and we rent out
an office space on the other side along with the three
upstairs apartments. In spite of the climate supposedly
being “cooler near the lake,” this summer’s prolonged
hot weather has necessitated the installation of air
conditioners in the apartments. Several AC units,
including two that were donated by some generous
Preservation Racine members, were installed with the
reasonably priced assistance of several helpful church
handymen from next door. Now our tenants will no
longer have to suffer in the sweltering heat and
humidity!
The monthly rental income is adequate to support the
maintenance of the building, except for emergencies
and some major projects. The downstairs office space
is currently vacant and available for long-term rental,
possibly for a realtor, attorney, or other small business.
Interested parties should contact our realty manager,
Anna Maria DeRango, at (262) 989-6520.
Thanks again to the Blake House Committee
volunteers and all the knowledgeable and hard-working
experts and contractors, past and present, who continue
to help us preserve this historic building!
Janet Carter
The gasolier in the downstairs north apartment (Preservation
Racine’s office). Its damaged medallion was restored by Jim
Photo: Janet Carter
Fiene in the summer of 2019.

In addition, ceiling plaster damage in the front
entryway was traced to a slow water leak in the supply
lines to the sink in an upstairs bathroom, along with a
longstanding but previously undiscovered plumbing
anomaly in the wastewater stack. That apartment’s
bathroom fixtures had to be removed, the flooring
taken up, and repairs made; then the room was refloored and the bathroom fixtures were finally returned
to their places, now without leaks. The seeping moisture had even caused the first-floor entryway ceiling to
sag, requiring repair and replacement, and a ceiling
light fixture connection was also repaired. All of this
work is hardly noticeable, but the total cost this year
for the interior repairs amounts to well over $10,000 —
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Programs to Remember
The program year started with a “Bang” for Preservation
Racine. In January, the Program Committee had all
programs set for the year 2020 … and it was exciting.
The first meeting in February was headlined by Tim
Mutterer at the Masonic Center. He drew everyone in
with unknown tales of U.S. presidents.
Preservation Racine was invited to have its March
meeting at the new Racine Case IH Experience Center, a
20,000 square foot showroom, tour center and
audiovisual room at the Case Headquarters. Visitors can
learn and view the history and the future of Case IH.
Preservation members and friends enjoyed learning and
viewing the technological advances of Case IH along
with taking pictures and selfies of the heritage pieces
and the new Case IH Magnum Series tractor. Also, a

for nonprofit organizations, and there is no sign on the
immediate horizon that it will dramatically change
anytime soon.
The conditions associated with the current health crisis,
however – social distancing, stay-at-home directives,
and limitations on public gatherings – have compelled
groups to think more creatively about ways in which
they can become relevant in this new world of virtual
business, activity, and communication. Nonprofits are
now forced to “think anew and act anew” (quoting
Abraham Lincoln). More thought is being given to
virtual events, virtual communications, virtual
meetings, and virtual fundraising. This will necessitate
adopting new technologies and techniques, including
social media, video, audio, and enhanced email access
to members. Greater attention is now being given to
how to make activities electronic, rather than in-person
events. The familiar methods of operation need to be
re-examined and adjusted to fit these new times and
circumstances.

From the President
I am so pleased to be able to write to you all at last!
What a difficult year we’ve had with canceled
meetings, canceled programs, canceled Newsletter, and
not even the ability to vote in the new board! It may
have seemed as if Preservation Racine was
disappearing, but the committees and existing board
continued to do what we could remotely, and we are
still here and still functional.
When it became clear that the lockdown would be with
us for a while, we decided (in accordance with the bylaws) to hold the board election by mail, and I am
pleased to tell you that we have added Teri Lillich to
the board as an At-Large member, and that Sharon
Baldukas has been re-elected as Historian and Mark
Sommer as Vice President. Existing board member
Debbie Yale has taken up the position of Secretary, and
Pippin Michelli has been elected as new President.
Thank you all for voting, and on my own behalf, thank
you for your confidence in me – I will do all I can to
live up to it!

It has been my privilege to serve as President for this
important preservation organization for the past two
years, although I have been a previous president, vicepresident, and board member going back to 2007. It is
now time to step aside and allow some new creative
minds to take Preservation Racine to the next level. My
decision to depart is also based upon the fact that I
have become increasingly busy over the last six
months, as my work as Director of Development for
the Sheboygan County Historical Research Center
continues to expand. Also, I am excited to announce
that my new book, Among the Badgers: Rediscovering
Sites Associated with Abraham and Mary Lincoln in
Wisconsin, will be published around mid-September.
The book will be nearly 400 pages and is a
combination of history, travel, and coffee table book.
So, I am already busy with marketing and promotion
for the book. I have already started a second book, and
have three or four more I want to write. I find there is
not enough time in the day to do everything I want.

The first thing I want to do is to thank outgoing
President Steven Rogstad with all my heart for
everything he has done for us. Much of this was behind
the scenes, but in the public sphere he has helped us
address some needs that were becoming urgent. Not the
least of these is fund raising. It was Steve who
organized one of the first special fund-raising events
we held (if not the first), “The Big Three + 1”: a
meeting of three much-loved local historian-collectors,
Jim Mercier, John Van Thiel, and Jerry Karwowski,
with Steve himself as moderator for their discussions.
It made a wonderful evening, held at “The Covenant”
in the newly refurbished Murray Mansion, and I hope
we will hold more of that kind of event when the
lockdown finally ends! Mark Sommer, Michele
Caskey, and Sybil Knop comprise the current fundraising committee, and we look forward to their
proposals.

What I want at this time is for you to continue to
support Preservation Racine through your membership,
financial support, and attendance at events – whether
they are in-person or virtual. Your continued interest in
local preservation issues will keep Preservation Racine
relevant in all the days ahead.
Steven K. Rogstad

One reason that fund raising has become more urgent is
that we have had to spend a great deal on the Blake
House, our headquarters and example to other
restorers. Some of the needed projects included the
repair and restoration of the back porch, and of the
ceiling in the north ground-floor apartment (our board
room); and some serious water-damage repairs. Since
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DUES – What do you get for them?
Admittedly, in 2020 not very much!
Programs at interesting locations throughout the county
full of local history and information.
NOPE
Century Buildings Awards honoring buildings
throughout Racine County since 1988.
CANCELLED
Tour of Historic Places our most popular event and
main source of income. We have put on 43 tours which
involved hundreds of houses, churches, government or
commercial buildings; thousands of volunteers; and
research hours too numerous to count.
POSTPONED
Newsletters full of current information and history of
buildings and people in Racine County. Up against the
hardship of not being able to access our best research
sources from the Area Archives at UW-Parkside,
Racine County Register of Deeds, Racine City Hall,
Racine Public Library and Racine Heritage Museum,
the newsletter returns after only missing the Summer
edition dedicated to the Century Buildings Awards.
WE’RE BACK!
Preservation Blake House is a huge source of pride and
accomplishment for Preservation Racine members
having saved and repaired the building and securing its
future. It was designated a local landmark under
Racine’s Landmark Preservation Ordinance. In
addition, we have offered encouragement, moral and
political support to save College Avenue’s historic
brick paved blocks; and compiled extensive research
on Camp Utley for a commemorative marker.
WE GOT THIS!
As we hobble through 2020, unable to provide our very
best, there is still plenty to appreciate and be proud of.
Continuing the newsletter and maintaining Blake
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House both require funds, particularly Blake House as
you will read about in this edition of the newsletter. So
far about 80% of the members have renewed their
membership and paid their dues.
THANK YOU for your continued support, we need
you! Money sent now will renew your membership
through the balance of this year and all of 2021. The
membership renewal form is still on the back page.

little shopping at the Case IH fan shop for exclusive
Case items … clothing, books and accessories … was
intriguing to members.

husband, their father, their neighbor, and interjected
anecdotes of the histories they have lived, and stories
passed down through the years.

Case IH provided the coffee for our event. Members Mary
Ann McGinn and Diane Steiner served delicious treats.

To Jerry’s credit, he was able to adapt his presentation to
the fascinating additions from his audience … as only an
experienced and connected speaker can do.
Jerry has a memorable history himself … he has written
numerous booklets and articles about Racine’s past,
entertained hundreds of groups with his presentations on
Racine history, and been featured on the American
Pickers TV program. He has gathered one of the largest
local history collections in Racine County at his Oak
Clearings Farm and Museum in Union Grove.

Thank you for your past, current
and future support of
Preservation Racine

So … it was an evening to remember … such a great
venue, a large crowd, a wonderful speaker. Little did we
know it would be the last meeting of 2020 … when there
were highly anticipated programs to come.

Ex-President’s Letter
I write this column as your ex-president. This organization was scheduled to vote on a new slate of officers
this past April, but the current health crisis has
prevented the membership from meeting to cast votes.
Therefore, a mail-vote was conducted in July. I am
happy to report that 122 ballots were cast and the slate
of proposed officers and board members were
unanimously elected to office. They were installed on
August 16.
It would be a gross understatement to say that the
current health crisis has curtailed activities or
challenged organizations to conduct business in novel
and unfamiliar ways. This is especially true for
nonprofits nationwide, who rely heavily on membership support and recruitment, fundraising campaigns
and activities, and familiar events which maintain and
enhance a group’s visibility. The standard ways of
performing regular activities have been suspended by
most nonprofits since March of this year. In fact, most
museums are still not open to the public, and numerous
historical societies, agencies, and preservation groups
have suspended virtually all activities indefinitely.
We have witnessed this change in process within
Preservation Racine with the cancellation this year of
our Century Buildings celebration this past May, plus
the cancellation of the Annual Tour of Historic Places,
which would have taken place next month. The
monthly membership meetings have been suspended
since last February, and the board has not met since
that month, either. Collectively, it has been a lousy year

But there is good news!

Gerald Karwowski gave a memorable presentation at the
Racine Case IH Experience Center

After coffee, the membership met in the adjoining
Experience Center conference and audiovisual room.
The room was filled beyond capacity … over 100
attendees …to hear and view the popular presentation by
our special friend and Preservation Racine member,
Gerald Karwowski, as he reviewed the History of the J.
I. Case Company.
Jerry retired after a 30-year career at Case. His
acclaimed presentation tells the story of the company
from its beginnings to the present time … spotlighted
with slides from those beginnings to Jerry’s own days of
employment. The history became personal when people
in the audience recognized and pointed out their

All the speakers and programs have promised to return
in 2021. Carol Gianforte and Jim Mercier will return
with their program about Racine Theatres; Pete Sisak
has his program about the history of Zahn’s and the
Zahn family all ready to present; Pippin Michelli is
waiting with her program about Racine’s most prolific
architect; Rochelle Pennington will travel here once
again with one of her always-popular programs; and of
course there will be a Century Building Awards
celebration.
So … Stay Alert! Stay Tuned! Stay Well! There are
excellent Preservation Racine, Inc. programs in your
future.
Heather Egan

The new AFS Connect Magnum tractor from Case IH Creator:
Scott Garvey, https://www.country-guide.ca/columns/machineryguide/the-new-afs-connect-magnum-tractor-from-case-ih/
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Made in Racine – Fishing Lures
Are you new to the Racine area? Or maybe now that
summer is finally here, we can get around to some
warm-weather activities that we've been looking
forward to since last fall. That would include golfing,
camping, baseball games, hiking, fishing, festivals,
and many other fun outdoor
activities. But did you know that
the fishing industry had a
connection to Racine at one time?
That connection would be fishing
lures, and it may surprise you to
learn that the company involved in
their manufacture was not located
in a large factory, but was pretty
much a one-man operation! That
man was one Oscar C. Schaefer,
and his "factory" was located at
1610 Kearney Avenue ... his
residence! So, let's read all about
how a fishing lure helped to put
the "Made in Racine, Wisconsin"
label on yet another local product.
To be sure, fishing lures were not
the only fishing-related products
made here in the Belle City.
Nylon power lines, fish scalers,
bobbers, and even a "Bob-Er-Lite”
(a large transparent "ball-shaped"
plastic bobber with a batteryoperated light inside for night
fishing) were a few other products made to assist
fishermen. However, it was the "Turbulent Lure",
made by Oscar Schaefer, that almost guaranteed that
muskies, walleye pike, bass, lake trout, salmon, even
deep-sea fish could easily be caught!
Schaefer was a mechanical engineer by trade, but he
was also a sportsman. An avid fisherman, he knew a
great deal about the habits of fish, and how to catch
them. For example, he noticed that when fish were
quietly floating near the surface of the water, they
paid little or no attention to the most expensive and
attractive lures currently on the market. He states in
one of his brochures that "there is a reason why
muskies do not strike as often as they should. The
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lures on the market are too quiet and silent, and are
unnoticed by the fighting fish." On a fishing trip to
Lake-of-the-Woods in Ontario once, Schaefer, along
with five other fishermen, had no luck trying to catch
muskies or northern pike. It then occurred to him to
fasten four of their noisiest lures together, making a
plug that was about eighteen inches long. I'll let

FISHING LURES, which he began making at his
residence on Racine's southside. His lures were all
hand-carved and hand-painted by Schaefer himself in
his own workshop. The lures themselves consisted of
two or three sections which "rotated" on a central
shaft, while spinning in different directions. They
were considered to be very unique and innovative, as
well as being quite attractive!
Schaefer began his business around 1945, and as far
as I can determine, ceased making lures in the very
early '50s. He was born in 1888 and passed away in
1979 at the ripe old age of 91. I'm assuming that he
left Racine after "retiring" from making lures (maybe
moving "up north" to do a little fishing?), since his
name does not appear in any future city directories or
phone books. I've arrived at the conclusion that his
lure-making venture was nothing more than a
profitable hobby, since he was employed at Young
Radiator and then J I Case while making his lures.
His TURBULENT lures were sold throughout North
America, but not in stores! Besides making the lures
by hand, packaging and pricing them, he even did his
own marketing. He advertised heavily in fishing,
sporting and other trade magazines in order to get the
word out about his "state of the art" lures.

Schaefer describe what happened next: "When I cast
this terrifying mess of turbulent water-disturbing
hooks and spinners into the water, I had a strike
almost instantly of a twenty-pound northern, and
soon after, another big fish." An idea was born!
He went on to say that "This experience set me to
thinking, and I concluded that most of our lures are
painfully quiet when in the water, and do not create
enough turbulence. Therefore, I decided that a new
type of lure was needed, something that would cause
muskies to attack fiercely. Muskies will fight
instantly and viciously if they are teased and
antagonized by the proper type of lively, noisy
lures." He soon developed a line of TURBULANT

He produced seven different types of lures for the
avid fisherman. The first one was called the
"Turbulent Diving Lure," which actually floats on
the surface, and then can "dive" up to eight feet of
water when being reeled in. It
was advertised as "wriggling
from side to side as it dives and
its body is alive with spinners."
A variation of this model was
designed for deep diving in dark
waters or for night fishing. A
luminous substance that served
as a light source was actually a
radioactive compound (gasp!)
that lasted for years, while
giving off a white light.

attractive to fish when they were near the surface.
Another lure, called the Turbulent Headless Surface
Lure," was much smaller than the first two (having
only one hook) and was designed for catching bass.
The "Turbulent Penetrator Lure" was meant for deep
waters and also for ice fishing. The "Turbulent
Excitor Lure" was a bit smaller, and claimed to
"irritate the fish when casting or trolling," while the
"Turbulent Tiger Lure" promised to "claw and fight
its way downward ... has an all-spinner body."
Finally, the "Turbulent Wet Fly Lure" was a smaller
lure, meant for bass and trout fishing. All seven
models came with fifteen different color variations,
as well as very attractive spotted finishes. Prices
were only $1.69 for his top-of-the-line lures, while
others could be purchased for only a buck.
In one of his brochures, Schaefer states that "Every
fisherman should have a complete set of
TURBULENT FISHING LURES for his tackle box,
which are attractively presented in fifteen colors so
that he may choose the colors he favors most." I wish
I did as well, considering that a Schaefer lure in
mint-condition can sell for hundreds of dollars!
Now, get out there and enjoy some summer
activities!
Jim Mercier

The "Turbulent Surface Lure"
was designed to create a
turbulence on the surface of the
water and claimed to be very
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Made in Racine – Fishing Lures
Are you new to the Racine area? Or maybe now that
summer is finally here, we can get around to some
warm-weather activities that we've been looking
forward to since last fall. That would include golfing,
camping, baseball games, hiking, fishing, festivals,
and many other fun outdoor
activities. But did you know that
the fishing industry had a
connection to Racine at one time?
That connection would be fishing
lures, and it may surprise you to
learn that the company involved in
their manufacture was not located
in a large factory, but was pretty
much a one-man operation! That
man was one Oscar C. Schaefer,
and his "factory" was located at
1610 Kearney Avenue ... his
residence! So, let's read all about
how a fishing lure helped to put
the "Made in Racine, Wisconsin"
label on yet another local product.
To be sure, fishing lures were not
the only fishing-related products
made here in the Belle City.
Nylon power lines, fish scalers,
bobbers, and even a "Bob-Er-Lite”
(a large transparent "ball-shaped"
plastic bobber with a batteryoperated light inside for night
fishing) were a few other products made to assist
fishermen. However, it was the "Turbulent Lure",
made by Oscar Schaefer, that almost guaranteed that
muskies, walleye pike, bass, lake trout, salmon, even
deep-sea fish could easily be caught!
Schaefer was a mechanical engineer by trade, but he
was also a sportsman. An avid fisherman, he knew a
great deal about the habits of fish, and how to catch
them. For example, he noticed that when fish were
quietly floating near the surface of the water, they
paid little or no attention to the most expensive and
attractive lures currently on the market. He states in
one of his brochures that "there is a reason why
muskies do not strike as often as they should. The
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lures on the market are too quiet and silent, and are
unnoticed by the fighting fish." On a fishing trip to
Lake-of-the-Woods in Ontario once, Schaefer, along
with five other fishermen, had no luck trying to catch
muskies or northern pike. It then occurred to him to
fasten four of their noisiest lures together, making a
plug that was about eighteen inches long. I'll let

FISHING LURES, which he began making at his
residence on Racine's southside. His lures were all
hand-carved and hand-painted by Schaefer himself in
his own workshop. The lures themselves consisted of
two or three sections which "rotated" on a central
shaft, while spinning in different directions. They
were considered to be very unique and innovative, as
well as being quite attractive!
Schaefer began his business around 1945, and as far
as I can determine, ceased making lures in the very
early '50s. He was born in 1888 and passed away in
1979 at the ripe old age of 91. I'm assuming that he
left Racine after "retiring" from making lures (maybe
moving "up north" to do a little fishing?), since his
name does not appear in any future city directories or
phone books. I've arrived at the conclusion that his
lure-making venture was nothing more than a
profitable hobby, since he was employed at Young
Radiator and then J I Case while making his lures.
His TURBULENT lures were sold throughout North
America, but not in stores! Besides making the lures
by hand, packaging and pricing them, he even did his
own marketing. He advertised heavily in fishing,
sporting and other trade magazines in order to get the
word out about his "state of the art" lures.

Schaefer describe what happened next: "When I cast
this terrifying mess of turbulent water-disturbing
hooks and spinners into the water, I had a strike
almost instantly of a twenty-pound northern, and
soon after, another big fish." An idea was born!
He went on to say that "This experience set me to
thinking, and I concluded that most of our lures are
painfully quiet when in the water, and do not create
enough turbulence. Therefore, I decided that a new
type of lure was needed, something that would cause
muskies to attack fiercely. Muskies will fight
instantly and viciously if they are teased and
antagonized by the proper type of lively, noisy
lures." He soon developed a line of TURBULANT

He produced seven different types of lures for the
avid fisherman. The first one was called the
"Turbulent Diving Lure," which actually floats on
the surface, and then can "dive" up to eight feet of
water when being reeled in. It
was advertised as "wriggling
from side to side as it dives and
its body is alive with spinners."
A variation of this model was
designed for deep diving in dark
waters or for night fishing. A
luminous substance that served
as a light source was actually a
radioactive compound (gasp!)
that lasted for years, while
giving off a white light.

attractive to fish when they were near the surface.
Another lure, called the Turbulent Headless Surface
Lure," was much smaller than the first two (having
only one hook) and was designed for catching bass.
The "Turbulent Penetrator Lure" was meant for deep
waters and also for ice fishing. The "Turbulent
Excitor Lure" was a bit smaller, and claimed to
"irritate the fish when casting or trolling," while the
"Turbulent Tiger Lure" promised to "claw and fight
its way downward ... has an all-spinner body."
Finally, the "Turbulent Wet Fly Lure" was a smaller
lure, meant for bass and trout fishing. All seven
models came with fifteen different color variations,
as well as very attractive spotted finishes. Prices
were only $1.69 for his top-of-the-line lures, while
others could be purchased for only a buck.
In one of his brochures, Schaefer states that "Every
fisherman should have a complete set of
TURBULENT FISHING LURES for his tackle box,
which are attractively presented in fifteen colors so
that he may choose the colors he favors most." I wish
I did as well, considering that a Schaefer lure in
mint-condition can sell for hundreds of dollars!
Now, get out there and enjoy some summer
activities!
Jim Mercier

The "Turbulent Surface Lure"
was designed to create a
turbulence on the surface of the
water and claimed to be very
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DUES – What do you get for them?
Admittedly, in 2020 not very much!
Programs at interesting locations throughout the county
full of local history and information.
NOPE
Century Buildings Awards honoring buildings
throughout Racine County since 1988.
CANCELLED
Tour of Historic Places our most popular event and
main source of income. We have put on 43 tours which
involved hundreds of houses, churches, government or
commercial buildings; thousands of volunteers; and
research hours too numerous to count.
POSTPONED
Newsletters full of current information and history of
buildings and people in Racine County. Up against the
hardship of not being able to access our best research
sources from the Area Archives at UW-Parkside,
Racine County Register of Deeds, Racine City Hall,
Racine Public Library and Racine Heritage Museum,
the newsletter returns after only missing the Summer
edition dedicated to the Century Buildings Awards.
WE’RE BACK!
Preservation Blake House is a huge source of pride and
accomplishment for Preservation Racine members
having saved and repaired the building and securing its
future. It was designated a local landmark under
Racine’s Landmark Preservation Ordinance. In
addition, we have offered encouragement, moral and
political support to save College Avenue’s historic
brick paved blocks; and compiled extensive research
on Camp Utley for a commemorative marker.
WE GOT THIS!
As we hobble through 2020, unable to provide our very
best, there is still plenty to appreciate and be proud of.
Continuing the newsletter and maintaining Blake
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House both require funds, particularly Blake House as
you will read about in this edition of the newsletter. So
far about 80% of the members have renewed their
membership and paid their dues.
THANK YOU for your continued support, we need
you! Money sent now will renew your membership
through the balance of this year and all of 2021. The
membership renewal form is still on the back page.

little shopping at the Case IH fan shop for exclusive
Case items … clothing, books and accessories … was
intriguing to members.

husband, their father, their neighbor, and interjected
anecdotes of the histories they have lived, and stories
passed down through the years.

Case IH provided the coffee for our event. Members Mary
Ann McGinn and Diane Steiner served delicious treats.

To Jerry’s credit, he was able to adapt his presentation to
the fascinating additions from his audience … as only an
experienced and connected speaker can do.
Jerry has a memorable history himself … he has written
numerous booklets and articles about Racine’s past,
entertained hundreds of groups with his presentations on
Racine history, and been featured on the American
Pickers TV program. He has gathered one of the largest
local history collections in Racine County at his Oak
Clearings Farm and Museum in Union Grove.

Thank you for your past, current
and future support of
Preservation Racine

So … it was an evening to remember … such a great
venue, a large crowd, a wonderful speaker. Little did we
know it would be the last meeting of 2020 … when there
were highly anticipated programs to come.

Ex-President’s Letter
I write this column as your ex-president. This organization was scheduled to vote on a new slate of officers
this past April, but the current health crisis has
prevented the membership from meeting to cast votes.
Therefore, a mail-vote was conducted in July. I am
happy to report that 122 ballots were cast and the slate
of proposed officers and board members were
unanimously elected to office. They were installed on
August 16.
It would be a gross understatement to say that the
current health crisis has curtailed activities or
challenged organizations to conduct business in novel
and unfamiliar ways. This is especially true for
nonprofits nationwide, who rely heavily on membership support and recruitment, fundraising campaigns
and activities, and familiar events which maintain and
enhance a group’s visibility. The standard ways of
performing regular activities have been suspended by
most nonprofits since March of this year. In fact, most
museums are still not open to the public, and numerous
historical societies, agencies, and preservation groups
have suspended virtually all activities indefinitely.
We have witnessed this change in process within
Preservation Racine with the cancellation this year of
our Century Buildings celebration this past May, plus
the cancellation of the Annual Tour of Historic Places,
which would have taken place next month. The
monthly membership meetings have been suspended
since last February, and the board has not met since
that month, either. Collectively, it has been a lousy year

But there is good news!

Gerald Karwowski gave a memorable presentation at the
Racine Case IH Experience Center

After coffee, the membership met in the adjoining
Experience Center conference and audiovisual room.
The room was filled beyond capacity … over 100
attendees …to hear and view the popular presentation by
our special friend and Preservation Racine member,
Gerald Karwowski, as he reviewed the History of the J.
I. Case Company.
Jerry retired after a 30-year career at Case. His
acclaimed presentation tells the story of the company
from its beginnings to the present time … spotlighted
with slides from those beginnings to Jerry’s own days of
employment. The history became personal when people
in the audience recognized and pointed out their

All the speakers and programs have promised to return
in 2021. Carol Gianforte and Jim Mercier will return
with their program about Racine Theatres; Pete Sisak
has his program about the history of Zahn’s and the
Zahn family all ready to present; Pippin Michelli is
waiting with her program about Racine’s most prolific
architect; Rochelle Pennington will travel here once
again with one of her always-popular programs; and of
course there will be a Century Building Awards
celebration.
So … Stay Alert! Stay Tuned! Stay Well! There are
excellent Preservation Racine, Inc. programs in your
future.
Heather Egan

The new AFS Connect Magnum tractor from Case IH Creator:
Scott Garvey, https://www.country-guide.ca/columns/machineryguide/the-new-afs-connect-magnum-tractor-from-case-ih/
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a necessary investment to maintain the building’s
infrastructure and avert more serious problems.
Preservation Racine uses one side of the Blake House’s
first floor for our office and archives, and we rent out
an office space on the other side along with the three
upstairs apartments. In spite of the climate supposedly
being “cooler near the lake,” this summer’s prolonged
hot weather has necessitated the installation of air
conditioners in the apartments. Several AC units,
including two that were donated by some generous
Preservation Racine members, were installed with the
reasonably priced assistance of several helpful church
handymen from next door. Now our tenants will no
longer have to suffer in the sweltering heat and
humidity!
The monthly rental income is adequate to support the
maintenance of the building, except for emergencies
and some major projects. The downstairs office space
is currently vacant and available for long-term rental,
possibly for a realtor, attorney, or other small business.
Interested parties should contact our realty manager,
Anna Maria DeRango, at (262) 989-6520.
Thanks again to the Blake House Committee
volunteers and all the knowledgeable and hard-working
experts and contractors, past and present, who continue
to help us preserve this historic building!
Janet Carter
The gasolier in the downstairs north apartment (Preservation
Racine’s office). Its damaged medallion was restored by Jim
Photo: Janet Carter
Fiene in the summer of 2019.

In addition, ceiling plaster damage in the front
entryway was traced to a slow water leak in the supply
lines to the sink in an upstairs bathroom, along with a
longstanding but previously undiscovered plumbing
anomaly in the wastewater stack. That apartment’s
bathroom fixtures had to be removed, the flooring
taken up, and repairs made; then the room was refloored and the bathroom fixtures were finally returned
to their places, now without leaks. The seeping moisture had even caused the first-floor entryway ceiling to
sag, requiring repair and replacement, and a ceiling
light fixture connection was also repaired. All of this
work is hardly noticeable, but the total cost this year
for the interior repairs amounts to well over $10,000 —
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Programs to Remember
The program year started with a “Bang” for Preservation
Racine. In January, the Program Committee had all
programs set for the year 2020 … and it was exciting.
The first meeting in February was headlined by Tim
Mutterer at the Masonic Center. He drew everyone in
with unknown tales of U.S. presidents.
Preservation Racine was invited to have its March
meeting at the new Racine Case IH Experience Center, a
20,000 square foot showroom, tour center and
audiovisual room at the Case Headquarters. Visitors can
learn and view the history and the future of Case IH.
Preservation members and friends enjoyed learning and
viewing the technological advances of Case IH along
with taking pictures and selfies of the heritage pieces
and the new Case IH Magnum Series tractor. Also, a

for nonprofit organizations, and there is no sign on the
immediate horizon that it will dramatically change
anytime soon.
The conditions associated with the current health crisis,
however – social distancing, stay-at-home directives,
and limitations on public gatherings – have compelled
groups to think more creatively about ways in which
they can become relevant in this new world of virtual
business, activity, and communication. Nonprofits are
now forced to “think anew and act anew” (quoting
Abraham Lincoln). More thought is being given to
virtual events, virtual communications, virtual
meetings, and virtual fundraising. This will necessitate
adopting new technologies and techniques, including
social media, video, audio, and enhanced email access
to members. Greater attention is now being given to
how to make activities electronic, rather than in-person
events. The familiar methods of operation need to be
re-examined and adjusted to fit these new times and
circumstances.

From the President
I am so pleased to be able to write to you all at last!
What a difficult year we’ve had with canceled
meetings, canceled programs, canceled Newsletter, and
not even the ability to vote in the new board! It may
have seemed as if Preservation Racine was
disappearing, but the committees and existing board
continued to do what we could remotely, and we are
still here and still functional.
When it became clear that the lockdown would be with
us for a while, we decided (in accordance with the bylaws) to hold the board election by mail, and I am
pleased to tell you that we have added Teri Lillich to
the board as an At-Large member, and that Sharon
Baldukas has been re-elected as Historian and Mark
Sommer as Vice President. Existing board member
Debbie Yale has taken up the position of Secretary, and
Pippin Michelli has been elected as new President.
Thank you all for voting, and on my own behalf, thank
you for your confidence in me – I will do all I can to
live up to it!

It has been my privilege to serve as President for this
important preservation organization for the past two
years, although I have been a previous president, vicepresident, and board member going back to 2007. It is
now time to step aside and allow some new creative
minds to take Preservation Racine to the next level. My
decision to depart is also based upon the fact that I
have become increasingly busy over the last six
months, as my work as Director of Development for
the Sheboygan County Historical Research Center
continues to expand. Also, I am excited to announce
that my new book, Among the Badgers: Rediscovering
Sites Associated with Abraham and Mary Lincoln in
Wisconsin, will be published around mid-September.
The book will be nearly 400 pages and is a
combination of history, travel, and coffee table book.
So, I am already busy with marketing and promotion
for the book. I have already started a second book, and
have three or four more I want to write. I find there is
not enough time in the day to do everything I want.

The first thing I want to do is to thank outgoing
President Steven Rogstad with all my heart for
everything he has done for us. Much of this was behind
the scenes, but in the public sphere he has helped us
address some needs that were becoming urgent. Not the
least of these is fund raising. It was Steve who
organized one of the first special fund-raising events
we held (if not the first), “The Big Three + 1”: a
meeting of three much-loved local historian-collectors,
Jim Mercier, John Van Thiel, and Jerry Karwowski,
with Steve himself as moderator for their discussions.
It made a wonderful evening, held at “The Covenant”
in the newly refurbished Murray Mansion, and I hope
we will hold more of that kind of event when the
lockdown finally ends! Mark Sommer, Michele
Caskey, and Sybil Knop comprise the current fundraising committee, and we look forward to their
proposals.

What I want at this time is for you to continue to
support Preservation Racine through your membership,
financial support, and attendance at events – whether
they are in-person or virtual. Your continued interest in
local preservation issues will keep Preservation Racine
relevant in all the days ahead.
Steven K. Rogstad

One reason that fund raising has become more urgent is
that we have had to spend a great deal on the Blake
House, our headquarters and example to other
restorers. Some of the needed projects included the
repair and restoration of the back porch, and of the
ceiling in the north ground-floor apartment (our board
room); and some serious water-damage repairs. Since
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we have had few ways to generate income this year, it
is important to replenish the funds as soon as possible.
It does seem that we will not have program meetings
for the foreseeable future but we anticipate bringing out
this Newsletter as usual. Board meetings are being
moved to “Zoom” so that we can start progressing
matters again, and we have plenty to discuss as a board.
Until those meetings are in place, I cannot itemize
possible activities or projects to compensate for the lost
membership program meetings, but I will say that my
personal hope is to expand what we can do online by
creating and subscribing to resources and even,
perhaps, introducing some virtual education. Without a
Landmarks Commission, we need watch-dog news
which can be kept up to date online and in this
Newsletter. And if we cannot have real events, we
might perhaps think about preparing some extra
publications, either printed or digital. I would love to
know people’s ideas of any kind, and to find out how
we can all support each other to make them happen.
We all do need to volunteer for things, but so much can
now be done without even leaving our homes that
perhaps more of us could be involved productively?
Wouldn’t it build our community to create
collaborative projects of one kind or another? Yet,
none of this is set in stone – it is just my musings! The
most important thing is for us all to be glad and proud
to be members of Preservation Racine, and to do – or
not do – whatever makes us comfortable. Let’s have
fun while preserving Racine County!

teach the students to research using unpublished
sources, to compile, sort and track information, and
help to pioneer new fields. In the process they would
be helping us to research Racine County’s buildings.
Here’s the idea: we – that is we the membership –
buddy up with one student each and make a team to
research a building and its stories as we do for Century
Buildings and for the Tour. The students take on a
leadership role in the community by attending the City
Council meetings, learning how they work, and
preparing a three-minute elevator speech to give in the
public speaking time. As members, we would talk to
the students about the things we find important, or
difficult, or lovely, and as the students learn, so do we.
Perhaps they may give short presentations for the
program at some stage, or perhaps write to the press in
support of preservation efforts.
So have a think. Might you be willing to buddy up with
a student for one semester? Mostly it would be by
email, but if physical classes are happening again, you
might want to come along to a couple. And if so, which
building(s) might you want to see researched?
I’m so excited that Parkside was receptive to this idea!
It is not by any means a done deal, but it is going down
well that we would be such a good community network
for the course. That is rare!
Let us know your thoughts.
Pippin Michelli

Warmest regards,
Pippin Michelli, michelli@plinia.net
President

Century Building Plaques

Members may not know that I am a university
professor, and my field is art and architectural history
from the caves to yesterday. And I am looking at
Racine’s lovely, and fragile, buildings and seeking for
ways to buy them just a bit more time.

Although Preservation Racine was forced to cancel our
Century Buildings Award celebration this spring, the
many years of the well-maintained and rejuvenated
structures are still on my mind. That is due to the
Century Building Plaque project, which provides an
opportunity for owners to purchase a permanent
commemoration and public acknowledgment of the
honor. Mailings have been sent to current owners of the
honored buildings from 1996 through 2019. Now that
our supplier is once again manufacturing plaques, after
being shuttered by the COVID-19 pandemic, I am
ready to contact the 1988 through 1995 owners.

So, I approached UW-Parkside to propose a
community-based-learning course, in which we could

The plaque sales project is a fundraiser for Preservation
Racine. We have sold over thirty plaques for $200. The

An Exciting Possibility
Spoiler alert – this has not yet come to fruition but it
has got into the proposal stage and is looking very
hopeful!
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financial support by renewing your membership. As
with many non-profit organizations, our expenses are
ongoing. Thank you for your continued support, we
need you. If you have not renewed your membership
this year, money sent now would renew your
membership to Preservation Racine through the
balance of this year and all of 2021.
Vivian Merlo

Blake House Update
The Blake House at 936 Main Street in Racine is an
Italianate Villa style house which was built in 1868 for
George and Roxilana Bull, owners of a downtown dry
goods store. A few years later an important local industrialist and politician, Lucius Blake, purchased the
house, which remained in his family until the 1920s,
when it became first a boarding house and then five
apartments. In the mid-1970s, Preservation Racine and
several other nonprofit organizations collaborated with
financial support and “elbow grease” to save the house
from demolition. Many hours of volunteer and
professional work have been necessary over the years to
restore and maintain this historic building which now
belongs to Preservation Racine.
The back porch had already been replaced in the late
1970s, and a nonoriginal front porch was also removed
but not replaced until 2016, using an old photo and
professional guidance to try to replicate its original
features. As described in the previous issue of this
newsletter along with a more extensive history of the
Blake House, the aging 1970s back porch had recently
needed extensive repairs, which Vortex Construction
began last fall and completed this spring.
(Correction: The last newsletter erroneously stated that
Vortex Construction had also replaced the front porch;
actually, Distinctive Woodwork had done that major
project, restoring and completing the impressive public
face of our building. We apologize for the reporting
error.)
With the exterior once again in good condition, the need
arose for some interior repairs. As a result of many
years of wear by hands and feet, parts of the staircase
had become unstable, including some stair treads as
well as its railing and balusters (“spindles”), especially
the second-floor balustrade, so carpentry repairs were
made to ensure structural integrity and personal safety.
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They treasured the big yellow Queen Anne style house
and filled it with their collection of Victorian furniture
and Racine ephemera. And their daughters Pauline and
Elizabeth grew up there.
As the nation celebrated its bicentennial in 1976 and
the historic preservation movement in Racine gained
momentum, Jim and Roberta were drawn into Preservation Racine’s first project, the Blake House at 936
South Main Street. The house remained important to
them, and they both served on its management board
over the years. Jim quickly became the guy to call
when a pipe broke or the furnace quit in the middle of a
cold Wisconsin winter. We owe him a debt of gratitude
as we enjoy the fine condition of our 152-year old
landmark.
Active in the Racine County Historical Society in the
1970s, the Fienes were instrumental in the melding of
that early organization with the Racine County
Historical Museum. From 1981 to 1987, Jim served on
its board and he served as chair in 1983-1984. In the
early 1980s, he also served on the Racine Urban
Aesthetics Association, and, when the city asked Jim to
serve on the Racine Landmarks Preservation
Commission in 1982, he accepted that invitation and
remained a member until 2000. Jim also served a threeyear term on the Racine Cemetery Commission.
Jim and Roberta guided Preservation Racine as copresidents through the years 1992-1994, and they
opened their home for the 1992 Tour of Historic
Places.
When we remember Jim, the picture in our mind’s eye
is a lanky, sandy-haired fellow with a handle bar
mustache perched on a high wheel bicycle pedaling in
Racine’s Independence Day parades. He was also a
father and grandfather who wrote poems to celebrate
his children’s and grandchildren’s birthdays. And he
embroidered a mean Christmas stocking! Curious and
creative, with a keen mind and an appetite for life’s
challenges, Jim will be missed. We are fortunate that
he was our fellow historic preservationist and friend.
Mary Whitman
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Newly Elected
Nominating Committee chair Vic Schubert has
confirmed that the ballot as presented was overwhelmingly approved by our membership as of
August 1. The following have been elected for a twoyear term:
President – Pippin Michelli
Vice-president – Mark Sommer
Historian – Sharon Baldukas
Director-at-large – Teri Lillich
Members of Preservation Racine thank the newly
elected for agreeing to serve and wish them great
success. We can help them achieve their goals by
actively supporting and becoming involved in our
organization.
Barbara Walter

With Appreciation …
As the Board of Preservation Racine changes, we are
grateful for Steven Rogstad who served as an
outstanding President twice, offering great leadership
and direction and for Heather Egan, our outgoing
Program Chairman, for all of her efforts to bring us
fascinating and informative programs.

project helps the organization bring in additional
income while providing owners public acknowledgement of their well-preserved building with an ornament
of lasting beauty.
If you missed ordering a plaque or lost your order
form, call or email me and I’ll take your order.
Debbie Yale
262-498-8753 or deb.yale5@gmail.com
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November 2019 Paul Zens, our Blake House chairman,
lost his beloved wife, Mary. She served as Preservation
Racine’s hospitality chairman in the past with warmth
and cordiality. Our friend, Jerry Karwowski, who is a
treasured friend to Preservation Racine, lost his wife,
Marie, in January 2020. Our sincere condolences to
both families.
As with so many organizations on a local, state or
national level everything has changed since COVID 19
has come into our lives. Preservation Racine had
announced the nominees for April’s elections at our
March membership meeting, but that meeting was
canceled along with the membership meetings planned
for the rest of 2020. The Century Building celebration
planned for May in honor of National Preservation
Month has been moved to May of 2021. Our tour of
Historic Places has been postponed until the last
Sunday in September 2021. We missed the publication
of the spring Preservation Racine Newsletter. In spite
of these road blocks, many of you have continued your

Post card published by the Racine Zoological Society. From the back: Polar Bear exhibit at the Racine Zoological
Park, Racine, Wis. This trio of polar bears arrived in 1949 from Copenhagen, Denmark at the age of nine months.
(Kodachrome by Lou and Betty Rasmussen, Kenosha; post card by the L L Cook Co, Milwaukee, Wis.)
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WE REMEMBER JIM FIENE
No tribute to Jim can ignore the fact that he and
Roberta worked in tandem as they advocated and
supported the work of Preservation Racine and several
other like organizations. They always lived in the
Southside Historic District, first on Wisconsin Avenue
and then in the 1881 Lee House on South Main Street.

PRESERVATION RACINE MEMBERSHIP
Life Member $500
or, please check the appropriate annual membership category:
Corporate $250 or more
Sponsoring $75
Family $25
Individual $15

Jim Fiene, 1983, Mayor’s Badge.
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Historic preservationist and gentleman Jim Fiene
passed away on June 19, 2020. He grew up in Green
Bay, and he and Roberta began their life together when
they met as sophomores at West High School. He
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy, married and
moved to Norfolk, Virginia and served aboard the
U.S.S. Holder for four years.
The Fienes moved to Racine in 1963 when Jim left the
Navy. His entire career was spent at S.C. Johnson &
Son. One of the highlights of his work there was
accompanying the Johnson family on their 1998
re-created flight to Fortaleza, Brazil commemorating
H. F. Johnson, Jr.’s journey there to study the Carnauba
palm in 1935.

Jim Fiene on his high-wheel cycle in a Racine Christmas Parade.
Photo by the Journal Times, saved by Gerald Karwowski.

